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FORMED.ORG
by Fr. Burkley
Some in our parish may still not
know that we have subscribed to
FORMED.org. This website is a
new, valuable source of information
and education in our Catholic faith.
For centuries our religious education
has been limited to our weekly
Mass, maybe Catholic Schools/PSR
or CCD. Outside of this, some have
read books and magazines which
might be helpful in answering questions we had about our faith.
FORMED.org answers a need you
and I have in a medium that we find
attractive in these modern times.
Through courses, programs, movies, etc. we can find information as

to why we believe what we Catholics believe. (Included in the programs is Bishop Barron's whole
“Catholicism” series.) The
FORMED website provides us with
essential resources we need to
understand, live and share our faith.
It empowers us with life-changing
tools for sacramental preparation
(Baptism, Reconciliation, First
Communion, Confirmation), youth
ministry, adult faith formation,
RCIA, marriage and family life. I
know sometimes we wish we could
hear a presentation again, we try to
remember why we do this or that,
the meaning of our Catholic practices and observances, etc. Well,

WELCOME HOME
You might notice a familiar face on
your tv screen. St. Lucy’s own Elizabeth Noreika has moved back to the
Cleveland area to anchor and report
for the Fox affiliate in Cleveland,
Fox 8 WJW.
Elizabeth grew up in the church,
making her first communion and
confirmation at St. Lucy’s. She
remembers fondly some of her Sunday School teachers like Mrs. Soltis,
Mrs. Blakely and Mr. Zippay. She
completed her confirmation service
hours by helping out at Servant’s of
Mary in Windsor and just like her
father, volunteered on occasion to do
the readings at Saturday evening service.
Elizabeth’s career has taken her up
and down the east coast. After graduating from Ohio University, she
took her first job in Oak Hill, WV as
a weekend “weather person” and
reporter during the week. She eventually moved up North, taking a job

FORMED.org is a helpful tool for
our faith development. Just go to
www.formed.org. The screen will
ask you our parish access code. It is
7JNJC2.Then you can make your
own ID and password that you will
use every time you log on. A donor
in the parish has made all this possible. It's a tool for us to use to help us
grow and be transformed. Let
formed form you. I encourage all
parents of young people preparing
for our Sacraments to make this part
of your home component of our
GOF program. We now have 37 people signed up. Can you make it
more?

AGAPE LATTE
at a station in Charleston, WV; staying there for nearly eight years and
leaving as the station’s main anchor.
She worked in Boston, MA as an
anchor and reporter at the city’s
NBC affiliate for about a year and a
half before finally coming back
home to Cleveland to co-anchor the
7 pm newscast with Bill Martin.

Elizabeth Noreika

by Fr. Burkley
Boston College, a Jesuit University,
sponsors an excellent forum called
C21. Part of their mission has produced an ongoing series of lectures
called “Agape Latte”. It is based on
the belief that our faith stories matter. We see this in our Women's
Renewal program. Our stories
remind us who we are and where
we've been and help us see all that is
possible through God's amazing
grace. Sharing our stories with others connects us with them and can
lead to profound conversations that
transform and change your perspectives, change directions, change
lives. People featured in storytelling
tell stories about transformative
moments in their lives where they
could see God working. These talks
have been videotaped so they can be
watched online at www.bc.edu/agapelatte. Enrich your faith. Opportunity knocks again!

A GUIDE TO
CATHOLIC VOTING
by OSV Newsweekly (OSV.com)
“An authentic faith … always
involves a deep desire to change the
world, to transmit values, to leave
this earth somehow better than we
found it … . If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the state is a
central responsibility of politics,’ the
Church, ‘cannot and must not
remain on the sidelines in the fight
for justice.’”
- Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium,
No. 183
This November, communities across
the country will gather in schools
and libraries, churches and city halls.
They will stand in line and slip into
voting booths, where they will help
choose not only our next president
but other leaders at the national,
state and local levels.
For many trying to live out their
Catholic faith, discerning for whom
to vote can be challenging. To help
Catholics better form their consciences during this election year,
Our Sunday Visitor walks readers
through what the Church teaches —
and why — regarding our civic
responsibility.
Why should I vote?
Voting: It is one of our most important responsibilities as citizens.
Indeed, the Church teaches (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, No.
2240) that there are three primary
responsibilities of all citizens:
• to pay taxes
• to defend their country
• to vote
Each of these responsibilities asks us
to put the good of society and our
fellow citizens above our individual
desires and needs. Thus, a primary
question we must answer as Catholic
voters is whether the needs of the
weakest and most defenseless
among us are being addressed. In the
voting booth, we have a privileged
opportunity to contribute to our
nation and promote the common
good by bringing the values and
teachings of our faith to bear on the
issues facing our society.

Does the Church tell me whom I
should vote for?
No. The Church does not tell us
whom to vote for when we enter the
voting booth. It does not endorse an
official list of candidates or tell us
which party Catholics should join.
Instead, Catholics are to use their
judgment and follow their consciences as they apply the teachings
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the core
faith values to the choices they make
in the voting booth.
As Catholics, following the challenging path of discipleship, we
need to evaluate the issues and candidates in the light of our Catholic
faith. Then, we are challenged to live
out our faith by getting actively
involved - by voting and engaging in
other civic activities.
How does my Catholic faith help
me to make these choices?
We are taught from an early age to
form our consciences in the light of
our Catholic teaching. “To follow
one’s conscience” is often misunderstood as something that allows us to
do whatever we want, or as following the “feeling” we have that something is right or wrong.
But our faith teaches us that “conscience is the voice of God resounding in the human heart, revealing the
truth to us and calling us to do what
is good while shunning what is evil”
(from the U.S. bishops’ 2015 document, Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, No. 17, hereafter referred to as FC).
It is our responsibility as Catholics
to form our consciences by developing the virtue of prudence to discern
true good in circumstances and to
choose the right means of achieving
it by maintaining a willingness and
openness to seek what is right
through studying Scripture and
Church teaching by using our reason
to study key issues in light of this
teaching, and by prayerfully seeking
to understand the will of God.
What about the separation of
church and state? Can the Church
ask me to vote according to my
Catholic principles?
Our nation’s founders sought to
“separate church and state” in the
sense of prohibiting the establish-

ment of any particular denomination
as the official religious body of the
nation — not in the sense of forbidding religious organizations to
address matters of grave importance
to human welfare.
Building upon Scripture and the
teachings of Church leaders and
saints for centuries, our faith has
clear principles for how best to
achieve justice, peace and human
dignity for all men and women.
Moreover, the Catholic moral tradition rests firmly on the natural law
binding upon everyone, not just
Catholics.
Four key principles
Four principles of Catholic social
doctrine are key to making practical
judgments to do good and avoid evil
in voting:
1. Promoting and defending the dignity of the human person
2. Supporting the family and subsidiarity in local, state and national
institutions
3. Working for the common good
where human rights are protected
and basic responsibilities are met
4. Acting in solidarity with concern
for all as our brothers and sisters,
especially the poor and most vulnerable (Faithful Citizenship,
Nos. 40-52).
Is there anything Catholics must
always reject?
As Catholics, we “may choose different ways to respond to compelling
social problems, but we cannot differ
on our moral obligation to help build
a more just and peaceful world
through morally acceptable means,
so that the weak and vulnerable are
protected and human rights and dignity are defended” (FC, No. 20).
Political parties
Our faith reminds us that we must
always reject and oppose “intrinsically evil” actions of any sort. Acts
such as the taking of innocent human
life are so deeply flawed that they
are always incompatible with love of
God and neighbor.
This is why the Church so strongly
opposes abortion and physicianassisted suicide (euthanasia). In each
case, the lives of the weak and the
vulnerable are endangered, and there

can be no good reason to allow the
taking of these innocent lives or to
vote for legislation that would allow
these evils to result. Likewise, our
Church opposes other actions that
both violate human dignity and are
destructive of life, such as human
cloning or the destructive research
on human embryos.

necessary when approaching the voting booth. This virtue helps us deliberate over the choices before us - to
determine, in light of Church teaching and our formed consciences,
who is most deserving of our support. In other words, in a world of
imperfect choices, we must strive to
make the best choice possible.

The Church condemns genocide,
torture, the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, and racism, for they, too, are severe
violations of human rights and
human dignity. Related concerns are
excessive consumption of material
goods, unjust discrimination and the
“narrowing redefinition of religious
freedom which threatens both individual conscience and the freedom
of the Church to serve” those in need
(FC, Introductory Note).

Where Catholics must be in agreement is that fundamental moral obligation we share: To “help build a
more just and peaceful world
through morally acceptable means,
so that the weak and vulnerable are
protected and human rights and dignity are defended” (FC, No. 20).

If all of these are priorities, what is
most important?
All of these issues are important, but
they are not all morally or ethically
equivalent. “The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human
life from the moment of conception
until natural death is always wrong
and is not just one issue among
many. It must always be opposed”
(FC, No. 28).
At the same time, issues such as war,
the death penalty, racism and care
for the poor and the immigrant are
enormously important. “These are
not optional concerns which can be
dismissed” (FC, No. 29).
The moral teaching of our Church is
about more than prohibitions. We
Catholics are encouraged to respond
to the basic needs of human beings food, shelter, health care, education
and employment. We are called to
welcome refugees and immigrants,
defend religious freedom, support
marriage and family and protect the
environment.
But if we must keep all of these
principles in mind, is there going
to be anyone we can vote for?
Unfortunately, we are often forced to
choose between two inadequate and
flawed political agendas. It can be
quite difficult to find candidates who
align with our consciences on all of
the key moral issues.
This is why the virtue of prudence is

Four steps before voting
• Inform yourself about the
Church’s teachings. The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a
great place to start. Consider gathering a small group to discuss
Church teachings in relation to the
candidates or policies.
• Inform yourself about the issues.
Read the Catholic press and listen
to the candidates. See where the
candidates stand on critical moral
and social issues.
• Seek input from Catholics you
respect.
• Pray. Take your hopes, concerns
and worries to the Lord and ask for
his guidance.
If no single party or candidate in a
given election conforms to our key
Catholic principles, what are we to
do?
It is clear that one absolutely may
not vote for a “candidate who favors
a policy promoting an intrinsically
evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately
subjecting workers or the poor to
subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its
essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter’s intent is to support
that position” (FC No. 34). But neither can one use a candidate’s opposition to such evils “to justify
indifference or inattentiveness to
other important moral issues involving human life or dignity” (FC, No.
34).
There may be times when a voter
selects a candidate who holds an
unacceptable position, but this can

be done only for “truly grave moral
reasons,” not just for partisan or personal interests. It may involve the
prudential judgment that one candidate seems likely to do less harm or
is more likely to pursue other positive priorities.
If, for a grave reason, we do vote for
a candidate who holds positions contrary to fundamental moral goods,
we have a duty to make our opposition to those positions heard. Writing
letters, speaking up at forums and
participating in local party political
activities are ways to steadfastly
assert our Catholic values.
There may even be occasions when
some Catholic voters feel that they
must take “the extraordinary step of
not voting for any candidate” (FC,
No. 36). This, too, is a serious decision that must be guided by one’s
conscience and the moral teachings
of our faith.
This seems hard.
In today’s political environment,
voting as a Catholic is hard work. It
takes serious reflection, knowledge
of Church teaching and awareness of
who the candidates are and where
they stand on the issues.
The Church challenges us to vote for
what is best for society and all of its
members, particularly those least
able to speak up for or defend themselves. The great privilege of
democracy is that we, as citizens and
religious believers, can have a voice
in the direction of our country by
voting for the common good; this is
both a right and a responsibility. The
great privilege of being Catholic is
that we have a community of faith
and a body of teaching, going back
to Christ himself, that can help us
make good decisions in the voting
booth.

MOTHER OF MINE
by Kimm Elko

What the caterpillar calls the end,
the rest of the world calls a butterfly-Lao Tzu
Today as I drove up to St. Edward’s
those were the spiritual words which
graced the church sign along the
road. I smiled as a Spiritual Mother
of Mine came to my heart. Her name
is Marie Roach. She welcomes us as
we come into Mass every Sunday at
St. Lucy’s.
What do Spiritual Mothers ‘Do’?
Spiritual Motherhood is a type of
maternity women experience by
grace, within their call to holiness, in
imitation of Mary. Being a Spiritual
Mother is a supernatural way to care
for souls.
In May, 2012, life was forever
changed. Losing a child is the singular most devastating passage anyone
will endure during a lifetime. My
son, - no more a caterpillar on a leaf
– now with angel wings a soaring
butterfly.

Summer 2013, Marie gave me a gift
from Heaven. She saw a butterfly
and was prompted by the Holy Spirit
to write The Butterfly’s Journey. As
I read the words “Mother of Mine”
there was no doubt that this was
Heaven sent. I now understand what
it means to be eternally grateful!
Thank you Marie for caring for my
soul. Holy Hug+

Oh look – there’s a butterfly going
but where?
Is that me am I leaving to go somewhere?
From flower to flower I flit and fly
going to Heaven through the sky;
The sun is so bright, it must be
God with HIS arms open wide –
I’m now at His side;
Mom don’t worry, I’ll wait for you
Heaven is beautiful believe me it’s
true;
Angels are flitting around your
head They look like butterflies but
are angels instead;

THE BUTTERFLY’S
JOURNEY
by Marie Roach 2013
A little baby-so precious, so pure
Lent from God, only for you;
A young man standing there looking around He’s oh so happy, his
world is sound;

God has sent them so you will
know I’m up here with HIM and I’m
all aglow;
Within your heart Mom I’ve walked
the mile My love lives on in your
loving smile;
I’m happy, I’m safe and where I
should be Forever with God for
Eternity!
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